
 

 
Jennifer Capitano 
My name is Jennifer Capitano. My husband and I are Eastwood residents and we have two boys and a dog. I graduated 
from UCF in Early Childhood Education and I am certified PreK-3 and K-6. I am Reading and ESOL endorsed and I am 
currently working on my Gifted endorsement. I was currently teaching at Vista Lakes Elementary for 13 years but I am so 
excited to come closer to home and join Sunrise! I absolutely LOVE teaching and I am so grateful to be the new primary 
interventionist and have the opportunity to work with the K-2 teachers to help support our scholars. 

  

 
Wendy Griffin 
Greetings! My name is Wendy Griffin, and I’m thrilled to be Sunrise Elementary’s new School Counselor! I’m eager to 
join Sunrise’s amazing team of professionals and extraordinary students, families, and community. I am a native 
Floridian raised on the Space Coast and the youngest of four sisters. I enjoy time with family & friends, the beach, the 
arts, reading, outdoor activities, movies, sports, and learning new things. I’m a proud mom of three sons: a Mechanical 
Engineer at Kennedy Space Center (& UCF graduate), a Marine Corps Intel Sergeant in Geospatial and Topographical 
Mapping at Camp Pendleton, and a Computer Science Engineering major at the University of Florida. I attended UF, 
earning a Bachelor’s in Health Science (Rehabilitation Counseling), and Master’s and Specialist degrees in PK-12 School 
Counseling. After UF, I worked in Broward County primarily as an Elementary School Counselor, then briefly in middle 
school before returning to Central Florida. In OCPS, I’ve worked in elementary, K-8, middle and high schools. Most of my 
training and experience is in elementary school counseling. Growing up, my family and years in elementary school laid 
the foundation for everything that came later; academics, essential skills and core values that I continue to build upon 
today. I love the positive, developmental nature of working with children as they learn and grow. It’s a privilege to 
partner with you to help your children soar with knowledge, positive behaviors, and social-emotional skills that far 
exceed the classroom!  
  



 
Ana Tirona 
My name is Ana Tirona. I was born in the Philippines and came to America when I was 20 years old. America gave me a 
better opportunity. I have been working in the county for 22 years, and I love working with the teachers and children in 
the school. My favorite things to do is walking in the park, fishing, cooking, and traveling with my family and friends. 
  

 
Maggie Turnbull 
Sunrise Families, I'm bacccck, and I am absolutely elated to be returning to my home school to continue the Dean's 
position. Super excited to collaborate with our students, teachers, staff, families, and stakeholders once again. 
  

 
Corrine Snyder 
Hello Eagles! My name is Mrs. Snyder, and I am so excited to be your new art teacher! Seventeen years ago, I was a 
student at Sunrise Elementary. I have a deep passion for art and the creating process, and am looking forward to all of 
the projects that we will create together this year. I have always lived in Central Florida and am a UCF graduate. In my 
free time I enjoy going on adventures with my husband; farmer’s markets, exploring towns and picking seasonal fruit. If 
you were to ask me what my favorite things in the world are, it would include my four cats. 
See you soon in the art studio! 
  



v 
Sarah Whitmer 
Hello, my name is Sarah Whitmer and I will be teaching second grade here at Sunrise Elementary for the 2022-2023 
school year. I am originally from Fairfax, Virginia and I moved to Tampa, Florida when I was about five years old. I am a 
graduate from the University of Central Florida with a degree in Elementary Education. I also have my Reading (K-6) and 
ESOL endorsement. Go Knights! I completed my internship at Sunrise and fell in love with the community and school. I’m 
so excited to be joining Sunrise Elementary this year! 
 

 

 
Melanie Kiem 
Hi, my name is Melanie Kiem and I am going to be your new Media Specialist. I have worked in Orange County at 
Chickasaw Elementary for 22 years, as a 1st grade teacher, Reading Resource Teacher, Curriculum Resource Teacher, 
and Media Specialist. I am so excited to transfer to Sunrise Elementary because I have lived in Eastwood for just over 20 
years and am a proud parent of a rising 5th grader. As a parent I have gotten to see the wonderful teachers and 
community here at Sunrise and I am thrilled to join the Eagle family and hopefully bring my experiences to contribute to 
the culture here at Sunrise. I look forward to meeting all of your children and getting them excited about reading. This 
year will bring about many changes for the Accelerated Reader Program which I hope you and your children embrace 
and get enthused about. One of those changes is the addition of a Reading Theme for each year. This year's theme will 
be "Reading is My Superpower". I hope you join in the fun and help to encourage your children to embrace their 
superpowers as well! 
 
 



 
Hilary Bunch 
Hilary Bunch offers over 20 years of progressive education and curriculum development experience having worked in 
various fields, including high school/college advising and teaching. Her recent experience includes teaching Pre-k Varying 
Exceptionalities which she was very passionate about. Hilary is excited to start the next chapter in her education career 
as a Support Facilitator where she can use her specialized experience to focus on helping children with physical or 
educational learning difficulties to develop their reading and writing skills. 
Hilary holds a Bachelor of Science Degree in History and an M. Ed in Curriculum and Instruction. 
  
 
 


